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consented to a French enquiry for the German
terms of armistice, cc provided that the French Fleet
is despatched to British ports and remains there
while the negotiations are conducted/* That was
essential, since the addition of the French to the
Italian navy might gravely unbalance the situation
in the Mediterranean. The reply from Bordeaux
was a fresh invitation to confer with M. Reynaud.
But before Mr. Churchill started, a proposal was
transmitted to the French Government which bore
deeply the imprint of his strong feeling for France.
This was nothing less than a declaration " that France
and Great Britain shall no longer be two nations,
but one Franco-British union " with common citizen-
ship and joint organs of government under a single
War Cabinet, It was proposed, in fact, that France
and Britain should federate as the first two United
States of Europe, Could friendship go further to
sustain a fainting ally ? But it was too late. Bor-
deaux was busy with the fascinating game of re-
distributing portfolios; and a proposal to fuse nine
centuries of history was dismissed practically without
discussion. Reynaud resigned, and there were
smiling faces round the tables in the restaurants,
For the Marshal was in office, and the war would
soon be over.

Mr* Churchill heard the news, as he was in the
train on the first stage of his journey to Bordeaux,
Now he plainly could not go himself. But the
First Lord of the Admiralty and the Colonial Secre-
tary were sent to safeguard the future of the French
fleet and Colonial Empire, As to the former^
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